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“So”, Bruno mumbled, “you really 
can’t believe the numbers written on 
the lens!”

Bruno was beginning to understand 
that the numbers on a lens designed 
to fill one specific format have to be 
take in context to see how they re-
spond on a different format.  The focal 
length of a lens never changes, but its 
angle of view can and does.

Bruno then asked for 2 aspirin and a 
polarizing filter, paid for the filter and 
narrowly missed hitting the door jamb 
as he staggered out into the parking 
lot.

... to review, the focal length of a lens, 
as defined at www.wikipedia.org is 
“When a photographic lens is set to 
“infinity”, its rear nodal point is sepa-
rated from the sensor or film, at the 
focal plane, by the lens’s focal length.”
The shorter the focal length, the wid-
er the angle of view on a given size 
sensor.  Different size sensors affect 
the angle of view of a constant focal 
length lens.

A lens’s focal length is not variable; its 
angle of view is.

Each year we have folk who wander 
into and through our stores looking 
for gift ideas. As we’ve done before, 
here’s our suggestions for 2013 (in no 
particular order) ...

THE BEST GIFT OF ALL

is something you put in the heart and 
mind of the recipient.  You probably 
already have the photo or video that 
will warm someone’s heart for months

or years.  You might think it’s not 
“good enough to give”.  Show  us the 
photo and we’ll tell you what we can 
do to make it a masterpiece.  If you 
have movies or tapes we can transfer 
them to DVDs.  

Receiving such a gift is always wel-
come.  Sometimes, when the holiday 
is over,  it’s the only present not put 
away in a closet, basement ot attic. 

MAJOR GIFTS

Cameras 

Canon EOS 70D
Canon EOS Rebel T5i
Fujifilm X-Pro 1
Fujifilm X- E2 with 18-55 zoom lens
Fujifilm X-M1 with 16-50 zoom lens
Fujifilm Finepix HS-50 
Fujifilm Finepix F900EXR

Fujifilm XP200
Nikon D610 
Nikon D7100
Nikon D5200
Olympus OM-D E-M5 with 12-50 zoom
   lens
Olympus SH-50 iHS
Pentax K-500 with 18-55 zoom lens
Sony ILC A7
Sony RX-10
Sony RX-100
Sony ILC a3000 with 16-50 zoom lens

Interchangeable Lenses

Not all brand / model lenses fit each 
camera brand / model.  As a generali-
aztion, do not give a lens as a sponta-
neous gift.  With that caveat,  here are 
some opinions ...

for sports - a 70-200mm f/2.8 zoom

for general purpose and travel - Tam-
ron 18-270 zoom (fits most Canon, 
Nikon and Sony cameras)

for close-ups - a 90mm - 100mm focal 
length (field of view on a 35mm cam-
era) macro lens (NOT a zoom lens)

Camera Supports

Full size tripod - Promaster XC series 
tripod (the camera’s weight deter-
mines the size and weight of the tri-
pod)

Most versatile tripod - outstanding 
flexibility for shooting in varied loca-
tions 

Table top type tripods - Ultrapod II

Clamper (the camera’s weight de-
termines the size and weight of the 
Clamper)

HOLIDAY 
SUGGESTIONS
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Stocking Stuffers

Most of the following are small or in-
expensive and can be used by just 
about anyone.  Some are even small 
and inexpensive ...

Microfiber optic cleaning cloth
Activated charcoal optic cleaning pen
Keychain tripod

Replacement batteries
Travel battery chargers
Memory cards
Memory card readers
Pocket photo album (usually 4x6)
Battery powered L.E.D. video light
Comfortable camera strap
Women’s camera strap
Private, individual photo lessons
(For a lighthearted animation of a 
stocking stuffer idea, please click here)

 ...and more

Please keep in mind that you can or-
der merchandise, prints and more 
from our websites (http://www.madi-
sonphoto.com and (http://www.pho-
tosummit.com) and pick up the mer-
chandise at your convenience.  Prints 
and enlargements can also be or-
dered directly from your smartphone.

Lighting

Lighting is difficult to give as a sur-
prise gift because there are so many 
variables.  Still photography and vid-
eography require very different light-
ing.  Some lighting is very portable 
and works on batteries while studio 
lighting is larger, heavier, and usu-
ally works with a/c power.  New L.E.D. 
lighting is very economical and cool 
to the touch.   No type is “better” than 
another, but is designed for a more 
specific purpose.

Display

Many people forget about the photo 
itself and only think of the equipment; 
the means and not the ends.  Too 
many photos languish in a drawer or 
box or a put in a frame that previously 
held a different picture.  The most ba-
sic concept of a frame is to create and 
hold interest in the content, not to 
either compete for the viewers atten-
tion or dominate the photo.  A good 
frame selection enhances the picture.

THANK YOU for your business during 
2013.  We look forward to serving you 
in 2014.  Happy Hanukkah!  Merry 
Christmas!  Happy Kwaanza!

FOR YOUR
CONVENIENCE

 Jerry,   Joy,    Rachelle,  
 Rob ,Vincent  & Virginia

Bret,  Larry ,  Lynne  &  Vanessa

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EqQ4Yf0QIMs
http://www.madisonphoto.com
http://www.madisonphoto.com
http://www.photosummit.com
http://www.photosummit.com

