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If not the largest manufacturer of memory chip 
components in the world, Samsung appears to 
be the most important at this time.  As an inno-
vator in new triple layer memory technology, they 
have quietly informed their major customers that 
in making substrate layers thinner, heat has be-
come a problem.

The write/read speeds needed in advanced camer-
as and phones today require speed class 6 SDHC 
memory cards.  This newer, triple layer memory 
cannot support class 6 throughput without over-
heating.  The problem will temporarily (hopefully) 
result in class 6 cards becoming unavailable.  

Most compact cameras can function satisfac-      
torily with class 4 memory for still photos, but need 
faster memory for video.  More advanced com-
pacts, especially those with GPS and HD movie 
functions, will disappoint users by not being able 
to maintain the data transfer speeds required in 
several operating modes.

SLR and EVIL cameras require class 6 or higher 
speeds for most functions, and slow to a crawl 
when using a class 4 card.  The best alternative at 
this time is to step up to class 10 cards when class 
6 becomes unavailable later this year.  Speed 
class 10 cards have been dropping in price, and 
should be selling for close to class 6 card prices by 
summertime.  Using faster memory than a camera 
requires will not cause any technical problems - 
the camera just will not be able to enjoy all the 
benefits offered by the higher speed.

For more detailed information about Secure Digital 
memory cards, go to http://www.sdcard.org/ and 
http://www.samsung.com/global/business/semi-
conductor/support/PackageInformation/pkg_road-
map.html

The Photo Summit has made several recent addi-
tions to our product tests/evaluations on YouTube 
which can be found at http://www.youtube.com/
results?search_query=photosummit&aq=f.  These 
are short reviews of products and or techniques 
as they become available. We welcome your com-
ments and suggestions. 

Tamron has made a major improvement to their 
already excellent 18-270mm superzoom lens.  
They’ve shaved off about a third of its size and 
weight, reduced its filter size from 72mm to 62mm,  
and silenced its AF system.  The new PZD (Piezo 
electric drive) permits noiseless autofocusing   
during video recording allowing much greater 
flexibility in most situations. The price of the lens, 
surprisingly, remains unchanged - which is say-
ing something in this economy.  Previously limited 
to Canon and Nikon, within a few weeks the new 
lens will also be available in Sony mount.

SD Card Woes
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Researchers at the Fraunhofer Institute in Ger-
many have created the world’s smallest camera 
with dimensions of 1 x 1 x 1 mm (about the size 
of a grain of salt. The camera has 62,500px res-
olution, can take 250x250px images and is very 
cheap to produce. This is certainly a testament to 
digital photography - imagine going back to the 
analog days and trying to load a roll of film into this 
camera!

A new concept in camera supports arrived this 
week and is worthy of a brief review.  This new  
fellow is called TASKMASTER due to its extreme 
versatility.  The tripod shown below comes sup-
plied as shown in its pouch at the bottom of the 
previous column.

This lightweight, composite unit not only folds flat, 
but offers variable leg angles, and working heights 
from as low as about 1 inch from the ground up 
to 74” using the included ball head.  Although it 
weighs only 2.5 pounds, it can safely support up 
to 13 pounds of camera gear!  The multi-angle tilt 
arm (also available separately) allows the camera 
to shoot straight down like a copy stand.  When 
desired, one leg unscrews and becomes a mono-
pod.  When space and weight restrictions occur, 
this sure beats carrying unitasking accessories.   
Come in and see it - a picture can’t do it justice.
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Last Friday’s earthquake and tsunami was an 
event of unfathomable scale.  It seems amazing 
that such a small percentage of the local popu-
lation was lost when compared to the tsunami in 
Indonesia a couple of years ago.  The video cover-
age of this event was incredible, and our hearts all 
go out to the families of those lost.

A by-product of this catastrophe is its effect on the 
photographic world; Canon, Nikon, Panasonic and 
Sony all have factories in the Sendai area which 
was hard hit.  Nikon’s facility produces its high end 
cameras and lenses, Panasonic’s is its main Lumix 
lens production plant.  This writer does not know 
what Canon’s and Sony’s factories specialized in.  
Rumors are circulating that the Nikon facility might 
not reopen.  It is obvious that these events will nei-
ther increase supply or lower prices.

Next month we are planning a new photo quiz de-
signed to help you take better photos as well as 
supply some insight on how photography works.  It 
should be fun!  Thanks for your business, and see 
you again next month.
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