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Cheating at Cards

Newsletter

Boris and Natasha came by last Thurs-
day wearing deeply concerned ex-
pressions. He carried their new cam-
era; she held Petronius - their Yorkie.
“The camera don't work. At least not
the way it ‘sposed to” he lamented.

“Boris, you're such a jerk!” she said.

“You sold me this last week. Nine pic-
tures a second you said. It don't work.
For what this cost it better work”, he
went on.

A week earlier, Boris bought a new
camera to photograph Petronius play-
ing his favorite sport - frisbee. Nata-
sha said the camera was too expen-
sive and that Boris would never learn
how to use it. As cameras go, it was
an entry level SLR type camera, ca-
pable of shooting stills and HD video.
It offered full or partial automation,
as well as manual setting and custom
configurations. It was a good choice
as a beginner’s camera.

The day they picked it up, Boris wanted
to geta UV filter, a case and 2 memory
cards. Natasha was sure this was go-
ing to be an expensive mistake, and
chided Boris, saying “You're gonna
drop it or lose it. You're just a big jerk.
| told you you could buy the camera,
but nothing else. You already got a
memory card from your last camera.
Use that one and | got something you
can use for a case. The camera cost
a lot of money, you know. For once,
don't be such a big jerk.”

.
P
2NN
3

So they left the store with the camera
and Petronius, but nothing else.

"Can | see your camera?” | asked.

After Boris handed it to me, | set the
camera to continuous high speed
sports mode and was unable to fire the
camera at anywhere near 9 frames per
second (fps).

“Boris, did you set any special functions
or set up any custom user profiles?” |
asked.

“What? Huh?” he replied

“See, Boris, you're really a jerk. 1told you
it was too expensive.”

| took the store’s demo camera and set
it for rapid shooting and it worked cor-
rectly. | set Boris's the same way. No
success.

“Boris, I'd like to reset the camera to
its factory defaults to try to solve your
problem. Is that OK?”

“Yeah, | guess so. Just don't break it.”
After restoring all the factory defaults,
the function sort of worked. It sped
through 4 pictures, then slowed down
and stopped dead at picture 8. | tried
the demo camera again and it just
whirred along for a minute or so.

Upon opening Boris's camera | took out
his memory card and had the “Aha” mo-
ment: the problem wasn'’t his camera,
but his memory card.

As | told him, Boris turned his gaze to
Natasha, who turned away from him
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and muttered something under her
breath. | felt somewhat confident
that | knew what she mumbled as she
slowly walked off to look at something
on display a few feet away.

“You mean it's not the camera, but the
memory card? I've been using that
memory card for a few years now and
all my pictures have been OK. How
can the card be bad all of a sudden?”

“Boris, are you still using your first
computer, the one you had in junior
high? Of course not. Are you still us-
ing the hard drive from it in your cur-
rent computer?”

“No. It won't even fit." he replied.

“Memory cards are like hard drives in
some ways. Back in the days of 8 bit
computer operating systems, com-
puters and drives required a certain
read/write speed to save and restore
data. When 16 bit operating systems
evolved, twice the data had to be
written or read in the same amount
of time. Memory modules had to be
faster, no matter if they were internal
or removable. Sometimes the type of
connection had to be changed as well.
Today most computers operate using
a 64 bit system - way faster than those
older hard drives, memory cards, etc.
can handle.

“Your older card will continue to work
like it always had when used with
equipment made back then, butwon't
work with recent high speed applica-
tions. | think if you get a new, higher
speed card than the one you're using
now you'll find your problem solved.”
| assured him.
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“You're just trying to sell us something
else - something more expensive.”
said Natasha. Petronius let out a muf-
fled growl.
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“By today’s standards, it's a common
card. It probably will cost you less
than you paid for your present card
back when you bought it. Ill tell you
what - I'll open a new card, format it in
your camera, and demonstrate that it
solves your problem. If it doesn’t, you
can keep the card for free.” | offered.

Boris agreed, Natasha grunted as she
nodded in agreement, and Petronius
didn’t care to comment.

Long story short, everything worked
the way it was designed to and Boris
paid for the card and said “Thank you.”
As they walked out Boris said, “Time
for frisbee Petronius.

those pictures.”

“You're still a jerk, Boris. You always
will be.” said Natasha.

Petronius’s tail wagged.

Field Trip

It was decided! We would go to the

NJ Transit terminal at Hoboken for our \

Photo Field Trip.

Then came the changes in the regu-
lations regarding photography at any
and all NJ Transit locations. The wom-
an who had approved our request
was no longer employed there, so the
venue was scuttled.

Let’s go get :

With the date closing in, an alternative
location had to be found. The Photo
Shoot will take place at the Morris-
town Green, drizzle, overcast or shine
at 1:00 on Sunday, June 14. The cost
will be $25 per person for an after-
noon of education and fun. Only ac-
tive photographers are permitted to
attend. Olympus has again offered to
loan us (you) cameras and lenses for
the weekend.

The site was selected because it is
easy to get to, parking is free and easy,
and there is a mixture of architectural,
natural, and historical subjects to pho-
tograph.

As in previous years, there will be a
photo contest with prizes awarded.
We are limiting our group size to 25

attendees. As in past years we will

break up into groups of 3-6 people
and an instructor to keep the instruc-
tion at a personal level.
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You MUST be prereglstered and pre-
paid to attend. Registration is avail-
able at either store as well as by click-
ing here. Refunds will be available up
until June 12 in store only if you must
cancel.

Plan now to be there- learn and have
fun!

Saturday Morning
Sessions

Just a reminder -

Our May, 2015 Saturday morning class-
es at 9:30 in our Madison store will be

May 16 Using GoPro
May 23 Photo 201
May 30 Sports Photography

Photo 101 will be repeated Saturday,
June 6.

Nikon has made some unannounced
changes to the flash shoe fittings on
the D750. There are reports of prob-
lems using Nikon’s and other brands’
flashes and accessories. As of now,
Nikon has not publicly addressed the
situation. Click here for more informa-
tion.

Canon is having sensor issues with the
new Rebel T6i and Tés cameras. The
company has issued a Service Adviso-
ry for what appears to be all cameras
shipped. Click here for more informa-
tion.

As we have mentioned in the past,
YOU are the quality control depart-
ment for most manufacturers. Per-
haps these cameras should not have
been rushed to market.
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Our stores have been appointed as
dealers for olloclip lenses for smart-
phones. The offerings cover most
iPhones and iPads as well as Galaxy
“S” series phones. Fisheyes, wide an-
gles, macros (close up) and telephotos
are all availale.

Once again, thank you for your sup-
port. Have fun with your photos.

Madison PhotoPlus
40 Main Street Madison NJ 07940
voice 973-966-2900 fax 973-377-1458
staff@madisonphoto.com
www.madisonphoto.com

Bridoet. Jerry. Joy. Rachelle.
< Robrzlg VINYCENf

=
=

(V) |
the Photo Sumnit
383 Springfield Ave. Summit NJ 07901
voice 908:273-7427 fax 908-277-0218
staff@photosummit.com
www.photosummit.com
Bret. Larry. Lynne & Vanessa


http://tinyurl.com/klktzjf
http://petapixel.com/2015/05/05/nikon-d750-hot-shoe-reportedly-causing-problems-by-being-slightly-too-long/
http://www.usa.canon.com/cusa/support/consumer?pageKeyCode=prdAdvDetail&docId=0901e02480f0bcb2

