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IN LAST MONTH’S
ISSUE ...

Simon and Simone came into our 
store last Monday morning, fresh 
from their exciting weekend visiting 
family on Mars.  “We’ve taken some 
great family pictures in front of the 
moons rising and want to order some 
prints and enlargements to send back 
home”, said Simone.

“Wow!  Here’s a great shot of all 367 of 
us at dinner and all 815 eyes are open.  
I’d like a 4x6 for everyone in the photo, 
a 5x7 for each of the parents”, Simon 
said.

“And I’d like a big print, perhaps a 
16x20 if you think it’s sharp enough to 
go that big,” Simone chimed in...

Little did they know the disappoint-
ment awaiting them.  Their little 
camera takes photos designed to be 
viewed on a conventional monitor 
as opposed to printmaking.  There 
would be cropping.  (Cropping is 
when only part of the photo is used 
and part is deleted.  What is expend-
able is deemed to be “cropped out”.)

“Simone,” I began, “Remember when 
Mick Jagger said, ‘You can’t always 
get what you want.’?  Well, he was 
talking about now.  The shape of the 
picture you took doesn’t match any of 
the shapes of the sizes you asked for.  
We’ll have to ...”.

“Yes they are the same”, she inter-
rupted.  “They  are ALL rectangles.  No 
problem-o!”

Tension filled the air.

“Maybe on Mars they are, but not here 
on earth.  For example, all squares are 
rectangles, but not all rectangles are 
squares.”

Silence, accompanied by “deer in the 
headlights” expressions.

“Here’s a reference chart you might 
find helpful,” I offered.  “Your camera 
takes photos that have a 3x4 propor-
tion.  

Than means, without any cropping, 
the following print sizes are available 
to you...”

The following print sizes are the same aspect ratio 
(proportions) as one another.  The composition 
of any one of these sizes will match any other 

print in its grouping.  ALL other prints will require 
cropping.

3x4
3x4, 6x8, 10x13.3, 12x16, 16x22, 18x24, 20x26.67, 

24x32, 30x40, 36x48, 40x54, 42x56

2x3
2x3, 4x6, 6x9, 8x12, 10x15, 12x18, 16x24, 20x30, 

24x36, 30x45, 36x54, 40x60

4x5
4x5, 8x10, 12x15, 16x20, 20x25, 24x30, 28x35,

32x40, 36x45, 40x50

5x7
5x7, 10x14, 15x21, 20x28, 25x35, 30x42, 35x49, 

40x56

16x9 (HDTV)
4x7.14, 9x16, 12x21.43, 16x28.6, 18x32, 24x42.86,

    36x64, 40x71.

“Oh, aw’right already!.  Let’s figure this 
out.  You’ve convinced me.  But, I’ll 
tell you one thing,” Simon continued.  
“When we’re all done with the print-
ing and framing,  Simone and I are go-
ing back to Mars where we can always 
make the laws of physics bend to our 
whims.  Too bad you can’t do it here 
on Earth.”

A lot was said about new products.  
And the new products have kept on 
coming!

Sony announced the Alpha 7 and Al-
pha 7r, - first of their kind mirrorless 
cameras with a full frame (24x36mm) 
sensor using Sony E mount lenses.  
This diminutive camera is another  
peek into Sony’s future.  The Alpha 7 
will sell for $1699.99 for the body only, 
and should become available late this 
month or next.  Also introduced was 

the DSC-RX10 “bridge camera” with 1” 
sensor and Carl Zeiss 28-300 built in 
zoom lens.  This camera may or may 
not ship during 2013, but looks great 
on paper. This is expected to sell at 
about $1300.

Nikon just announced the Df, de-
signed for the professional photog-
rapher.  It is basically a D4 high-end 
camera inside, with updated AF and 
ISO capabilities such as found in the 
D610 and with no video capabilities.  
Few of us will probably own one for 
only $2699.99 for the body only.
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SONY
FOLLOW UP

Nikon also is rushing the new D5300 
to market.  Originally slated to be in-
troduced in January, it will be available 
sooner than planned, possibly due 
to the product announcements and 
availabilities from Sony and Olympus.  
This makes the D5100, D5200 and 

D5300 cameras all available at the 
same time at similar prices.  Old-
er, newer and newest technology 
(Nikon’s first SLR with built-in WiFi).

Through all this, Canon has been un-
characteristically silent.  Maybe they’re 
not being quiet, but capable of keep-
ing a large scale secret regarding new  
products ...

Olympus, however, has been far from 
silent.  In the October issue, the new 
Olympus OM-D E-M1 was mentioned.  
It has now shipped in small quantities 
and is spectacular and offers the best 
electronic viewfinder to date.

A few days ago, Olympus introduced 
the Stylus 1, a cross between a very

compact, long zoom camera with an

eye level electronic viewfinder.  It has 
the flexibility of a bridge camera and 
(in 35mm terms) a 28-300/2.8 fixed 
zoom lens.  Yes, that’s correct, a fixed 
maximum aperture across a 28-300 
zoom lens.  This looks like an incred-
ibly good value at $699.99.

Last month a lot of space was given to 
Sony’s new a3000 with lens.  There’s 
nothing like it at $399.99.  Sony man-
aged to sweeten the deal even more, 
by putting an instant savings program 
on the Sony E mount 55-210 telephoto 
zoom lens.  When purchased togeth-
er, the a3000 with both standard and 
tele zooms is available  for a limited 
time for a total price of ONLY $499.99!!

Photo hints were dropped in last 
month’s newsletter regarding Madi-
son’s new 44 inch printer.  It’s a beauty.
We can now make prints, banners 
or signs up to 44 inches wide to 100 
feet long without a seam or fold!  Our 
black and white prints equal those of 
conventional chemically based cus-
tom darkrooms.  Giclée output is cer-
tain to please the most discriminating 
professional.  

A BRIGHT IDEA

WE ARE
W I D E - E Y E D

SMALL BUSINESS 
SATURDAY

Register YOUR  eligible American Ex-
press Card to get a one-time $10 state-
ment credit when you spend $10 or 
more on 11/30/13 in a single, in-store 
transaction at a qualifying small busi-
ness that appears on the Small Busi-
ness Saturday Map. Supply is limited, 
so register your card starting Novem-
ber 24th at https://www.american-
express.com/us/small-business/
Shop-Small/ .

Not only can you follow us on Ins-
tagram at http://instagram.com/
thephotosummit, but you can or-
der photos as well, directly from your 
phone!  Go to m.madisonphoto.com, 
select “Print” from the menu and click

the Instagram button.  Yes, it’s that 
easy.

Promaster is about to start shipping 
a new concept in portable lighting 
for video and still photography.  The 
Vari-Temp L.E.D.  light slides into a 
flash shoe or can stand on its own.   
Powered by a high output recharge-
able lithium ion battery or a/c  (both 
included), it is extremely versatile.

ON THE SQUARE
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It has 336 daylight balanced L.E.Ds. 
and 168 3200K L.E.Ds. Using the sup-
plied infrared remote the intensity 
and color balance can be blended to 
match almost any indoor lighting situ-
ation.

Without accessories the unit throws 
diffused light at a 60o angle with a 
working distance of up to 26’.

Additional L.E.D. lights were intro-
duced, but this unit offers more use-
ful features than the others.  At about 
7” square, this will fit in most gadget 
bags.

So much for our November issue.  Our 
next issue will contain several product 
reviews which should be of benefit 
to our readers during this upcoming 
holiday season.  

Speaking of holidays, Happy Thanks-
giving and Happy Chanukah, both of 
which fall on the same day this year - 
November 28.  Both holidays will not 
fall on the same date  again for anoth-
er 77,798 years!

Jerry,   Joy,    Rachelle,  
 Rob ,  Vincent   &   Virginia

Bret,   Larry,  Lynne  &  Vanessa

http://www.madisonphoto.com

